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flux of things, eternity in the midst of time.
But the country-folk of Bengal who love, like
other peasants, to see things in the concrete,
have not hesitated to bring him down into the
paddy-fields and to their own village doors.
The Puranas may paint Siva as the body of
death, on which dances Kali in her ecstasy, but
in the old folk-songs we see Siva putting off
the god and becoming a peasant, a beggar, and
a hemp-smoker. In these Siva songs, whose
singers have usually an Ekatara, or one-stringed
lute, the changes and rural events of the year
occur as a matter of course. The cephalica
flower falls to the ground in showers under the
clear autumn sky of Bengal; the breeze seems
to blow more softly in the season to which they
belong. Siva has a wife, Uma, but he is no
provident mate ; he is old and rascally, and so
poor that he is unable even to find a pair of
shell-bracelets for his bride, though she is the
daughter of a king, and that king is Mount
Himavati, Thus the sorrows of Siva's girl-
bride are a common theme, and the feelings of
Menaka her mother become in the songs so
affecting that the eyes of many a child-wife
glisten behind her veil, and the hearts of the